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SCHOOL YEAR ENDS AS 

CRISES CONTINUE  
 

PTPL-DRC REPORTS  
 

By Rev. Bahekelwa (Baim) Imatha 

     

 
 

Matumaini Furaha and 

Rev. Bahekelwa Imatha, 

PTPL Founders 

As the school year 2020-2021 comes to a 

close, I recently received an encouraging 

report of progress in spite of on-going crisis 

in the DRC. With financial help from PTPL, 

305 students completed the year and the vast 

majority of them did excellent work. I am 

sharing some excerpts from the report from 

PTPL-DRC Executive Secretary, Wabucibwa 

Bwenge Waim, that I hope will inspire you as 

well. (Report Continued on Page 2) 

 

MESSAGES FROM CURRENT AND FORMER STUDENTS  
 

My name is Sophia Benjamin, I am 15 years old; seventh of eleven 

children. I am in first year of Business Management and 

Administration. My parents are farmers, I have been supported by 

PTPL since 2019. During that year there was flood in the farm and my 

parents were overwhelmed. I was about to give up but thanks to the 

support of PTPL, I believe in a very bright future. I will be a 

renowned IT technician. God bless PTPL donors.  
 
 
 

My name is IHETANDO AOCI, I am 20 years old, I am from a 

family of five children. Our parents abandoned us; we are living 

with our grand-parents who now are assuring our survival. I am 

studying in twelfth grade, Pedagogic section. I hope to go college 

after graduation from high school but my grandparents are 

unable to support my higher education. I thank PTPL for 

making of me the person that I am now. 

 
 

I am Unanime Lulonga 26. I live in 

Bukavu. I finished my medical training 

in November 2020. My parents and all family are very proud of my 

achievement. I am grateful for PTPL, the organization that supports the 

education of deprived children. PTPL has supported my education from 

primary school up to graduation from secondary school. Today I am a 

medical doctor thanks to PTPL. I pray that PTPL will continue to 

support children through higher education. I thank the initiators and all 
supporters of PTPL. 
 

 



 

 

INTRODUCING  

NEW PTPL BOARD 

MEMBER 
 

 
 
 

People to People Liaison-USA has added a 

new board member, Christian Lumbu, 

founder of Lumbu Management of 

Burlington, NC. Born in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC), Mr. Lumbu grew 

up in Greensboro, NC, graduated from 

Grimsley High School, and earned a B.A. 

degree in Business Leadership from Brevard 

College. He worked as a manager with Avis 

and T.J. Maxx before founding his own 

business. Mr. Lumbu consults, mentors, and 

teaches others how to scale their businesses 

and brings new ideas and approaches to 

PTPL as manager of our website.  

 

PTPL TREASURER’S REPORT 

January 2021 Balance $13,967.99 

  

Receipts $5,927.42 

Disbursements $12,529.95 

  

   School Fees (since Jan.) $11,100 

   Administrative Expenses $,1,429.95 

  

July 23, 2021 Balance $7,365.46 

 

PTPL-USA BOARD MEMBERS 
Dr. Adrienne Israel, Chairperson 

Ralph Cauthen, Vice-Chairperson  

Bahekelwa (Baim) Imatha, Executive 

Director 

Dr. Goldie Wells, Secretary 

Casey Patterson, Treasurer 

Other members:  

Matumaini Furaha, Marcia Rhodes, Suzanne 

Bartels, Tifanie Rudd, and Christian Lumbu;  

Emerita Member: Sally Winslow 

 

OUR MISSION 

People to People Liaison empowers families in 

the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo by 

providing funds for primary and secondary 

tuition, young adult vocational training, and 

micro-credit loans to women to grow small 

businesses. 

 

 

 

DRC Report Continued 

 

  CONDITIONS  

 

We are supremely grateful to our God who 

allowed this report to be drafted today in 

view of the unfortunate events that have 

troubled the eastern region of the DRC, our 

country. Communities in Fizi, Uvira, 

Mwenga and the city of Goma have become 

poorer following these tragic events: 

resurgent wars in the high and middle 

plateaus that led to killing, kidnapping, and 

cattle theft; humanitarian crises including 

the Ebola epidemic, the Corona Virus 

pandemic (COVID-19), and the eruption of 

the Nyiragongo volcano on Saturday, May 

22,2021, followed by terrible earthquakes 

that caused huge human and material 

damage.   

IMPACT  

 

We praise the Lord because the families of 

children cared for by People-to-People 

Liaison their households have not been 

affected by the lava flow. Even so this 

disaster further aggravated the vulnerable 

situation in which the families of our 

children find themselves. Some have lost 

their school and household effects. Requests 

from children in need of assistance have 

quadrupled. However, our means have 

allowed us to take 185 students in the Fizi 

area, 109 in Uvira, and 10 in North Kivu this 

school year. 

 

SUCCESS 

 

For this school year 2020-2021 we have a 

total of 39 finalists (or graduating students) 

in secondary schools and 11 finalists in 

primary schools, (pending their passing end 

of year tests in August). We also have a 

student at the University of Lubumbashi in 

pharmacy (school) who is in his first year. . . 

The work of the children in secondary 

school in the first half of the school year was 

80% satisfactory and in primary school it 

was 90%. Hence, we hope that at the end of 

the school year, many of our children will 

go up to the next grades. 

 

APPRECIATION 

 

The efforts of PTPL/USA are commendable 

because the children who benefit would not 

be able to be what they are without it. 

Among them are those who would be in 

vagrancy as street children whose future 

would be bleak due to lack of education. . . 

We thank the entire PTPL/DRC and USA 

team for this service to marginalized 

families. God bless all those who give to 

them as well.  


