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From the President
Dear Friends of PTPL,
This is PTPL’s 17th
year of empowering
people in the Uvira
region on the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Our constituents in Uvira, on the
western shore of Lake
Tanganyika, have survived in the midst of 20 years of war.
Most families in the region have lost
loved ones to war.
There is no free school in the Congo.
A large proportion of the 330 primary
and secondary school children who
receive PTPL scholarships with your
support have been orphaned by war.
Though signs of war are now abating,
there is a long way to go for the region
to recover and for the lives of children
to be anywhere near normal.

Our Micro-credit Program, now
eight years old, has enabled more
than 200 women to start or grow a
simple business that supports a family. From selling produce at market to
running a simple restaurant, a basketmaking or sewing business, the $50
to $100 these women receive in loans,
enable are building capital and recycle through the program to aid other
women.
Last year, it only took $1000 to give
nineteen people in our new Vocational Education Program training
that will transform their lives with
a skill. They studied a new skill (see
chart) and now have a way to make a
living! That training cost only a little
more than $52!

With your help, we do it all on a budget of only $27,000 dollars!

You can see in the report at right that
when you give to People to People
Liaison, a little truly goes a long way
in impacting individuals’ lives in the
Congo.

PTPL Annual Report

In the school year 2014 - 15, gifts and grants totalling $27,000 allowed
PTPL to accomplish a lot. Here’s a summary:

Primary/Secondary Education
2013 – 2014 314 awards
2014 – 2015 325 awards
2015 – 2016 330 awards

$15,318
$16,970
$20,551

The cost of education is growing.
Annual costs are $40 for primary
school and $70 for secondary school.

Testimonial

Orphaned at a young age, Asukulu Bicingini and his twin sister, Ungwa Bicingini
could not attend school consistently before
receiving PTPL scholarships. They are
now in the 5th grade.

Left to right: Fraternal twins Ungwa

Says Asukulu, “I pray that after my educa- Bicingini and Asukulu Bicingini
tion, God will help me to be among the
attend school regularly thanks to
PTPL scholarships.
advocates doe the orphans and widows.”

Micro-Credit Program

Women receive $50 to $200 loans for 3-month periods to start or grow a small
business. Once loans are paid back, participants can apply for another loan
or the money can be loaned to another woman entrepreneur. PTPL has made
loans to more than 200 women since the program began in 2007.

Testimonial

“I was selling corn flour. My capital was too small. After
getting a $100 loan, I started selling donuts and yogurt.
That made a big difference in my business. Now, I am
able to pay school fees for my children. We have become
financially stable thanks to that loan.”
- Faida Basele

Vocational Education

Congolese colleagues requested this program, which allows high school
graduates to learn a trade and become employed or start a business.
Funding of $1000 supported 19 students who studied the following:
barber/beauty - 3; sewing – 7; mechanics - 1; soap-making – 8.

At PTPL, a little goes a long way!

Please mail your tax-deductible donation to:
People to People Liaison, PO Box 751, Greensboro, NC 27402

Please send your donation with this form or this information. Please print legibly.
Name_______________________________________________________________
Street Address________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_ _______________________________________________________
Phone_ _____________________________________________________________
Email_______________________________________________________________
I would like to
contribute:
		
p $40 (1 year primary school)
p $50

p $70 (1 year secondary school)
p $100

p $200
p Other_____

The Barbara Clawson Service Award
Granted for the first time to its namesake, former Board Member, Barbara Clawson

Barbara Clawson said recently, “Once you go to
Africa, it’s part of your heart.” In the late 1980’s
Clawson traveled as a volunteer to the Democratic Republic of the Congo three times to participate in board meetings and assess the work of the
Christian Health Center, which was implemented
and supported by the regional Hunger Committee of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Concern
for women and families in poverty in southern
hemispheres has been her life-long passion.

gram for PTPL after appeals for such a program
from our partners in the Congo. She also led
development of a Vocational Education program
requested by our Uvira, Congo affiliate. Over her
ten years on the Board, she served as Board Chair
and as Finance Committee chair.

Barbara had long been interested in hunger and
poverty issues and taught classes in Women and
Development at UNCG. She has researched and
taught about the Grammen Bank’s work in popuIt is a passion that has tremendously benefited the work of larizing micro-loans for women in developing communities
PTPL. At PTPL’s October 11 annual meeting the Board of and its power to positively transform the lives of women and
Directors recognized Barbara Clawson’s 10 years of trans- families. This work drew her to serve PTPL’s constituents
formational work on the Board of People to People Liaison in war-torn Congo and has provided the organization with
by naming a Service Award for her and giving her its first
invaluable help in carrying out its mission of empowering
award for exceptional effort for PTPL.
people in the eastern Congo.
Barbara retired from the Board in 2014 but still serves on
The Barbara Clawson Service Award will be awarded
the Finance and Operations Committee. During her tenure occasionally to a person who have given exceptional service
she has played a key role in developing a micro-credit pro- to People to People Liaison.

PTPL Celebrates the Deeper Importance of Congolese Dress

From left to right : Local Congolese women, Madeleine Consolatrice Mukoma, Matumaini Furaha, Marthe wa Beya, Eugenie MarieChristine Mwisa, Wivine Banyele and Astrid Lumbu explain the significance of their traditional Congolese dresses at the October 11
PTPL Annual Meeting.

Friends and supporters of People to People Liaison
celebrated the organization on October 11th at Greensboro’s new Glenn McNairy Library.

Headlining the event, were local Congolese women who
showcased Congolese fashions and described the occasions when they would wear their dresses. Board member
Kassy McKee said, “In such a difficult atmosphere of war,

the colorful Congolese apparel plays a key role in building
self-esteem for all people in the Congo. In addition, sewing
these garments creates jobs for women in the Congo.” She
added, “Seeing women in these colorful dresses is a reminder that there are celebrations in life that still need to be
acknowledged even in times of war and the brilliant clothing is a reminder of that to everyone in the Congo.”

PTPL’s Board: Dottie Blanchard (Secretary), Ralph Cauthen (Chair), Matumaini (Mimi) Furaha (co-founder), Cheryl Hopkins, Bahekelwa (Baim), Imatha (co-founder), Dr. Adrienne Israel, Katherine Mpeshi McKee, Dr. Dorothy Merchant, Dr. Dawn Murphy, Casey
Patterson (Treasurer), Dr. Goldie Wells, Dr. Lea E. Williams, Sally Winslow (Emerita), Helen Wolff (Emerita)

People to People Liaison
empowers families from
the eastern Democratic
Republic of the Congo
by providing funds for
children’s education,
vocational education &
micro-credit loans to
women to grow
small businesses.
PTPL’s Mission
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